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When the Apostle Paul took a missionary journey, he sought to encourage the saints and edify 
the churches.  Though there are many methods to accomplish this, God gave evangelists to the 
Church (Ephesians 4:11) to... 
 

• Spread the gospel  
• Support the pastors, and... 
• Stir up the saints.  

 
My friend, Dr. John Van Gelderen, said, “The pastor’s job is to shepherd the sheep. The 
evangelist’s job is to sheer them!” Often an evangelist, under the direction of the Spirit of God 
and without knowledge of the congregation, can say things with a different voice that 
unbelievers and/or believers need to hear, either confirming or confronting with God’s truth. 
 
In the world, many unsaved people may be taken back by the forthrightness of a Spirit-filled 
man like John the Baptist who clearly delineates the difference between right and wrong. 
Nevertheless, the evangelist seeks to engage the listeners through strong Bible preaching about 
God’s character (righteousness, judgment and wrath) and the urgent need for man to repent of 
his sin.  
 
In the church, it may be that the pastor has preached a theme often but it has fallen on deaf 
ears. The evangelist may then confirm that message. On the other hand, it may be that the 
pastor has not addressed or will not address certain issues (i.e. bitterness, greed, sexual sins, 
forbearance) due to his knowledge of the flock or the issue. The Spirit-guided evangelist will 
often confront these issues unknowingly, exposing sins, confronting the conscience and 
watching God do His reconciling work (i.e. Philip, Acts 8). While only God can produce change 
in the human heart, thankfully, He has chosen a means to accomplish these purposes: 
preaching. 
 
In the classic passage of 1 Corinthians 1:17-24, the terms “preach” or “preaching” are 
translated from four different Greek words. Much can be learned from the differences. 
 
For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach1 the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest 
the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. For the preaching2 of the cross is to them 
that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. ...hath not God 
made foolish the wisdom of this world? For after that in the wisdom of God the world by 
wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching3 to save them that 
believe. For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: But we preach4 Christ 
crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; But unto them 
which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 
 

 1. Euangelizo - This is the movement of the Gospel - 1 Cor. 1:17 - from this word our English 
word “evangelize” is derived. Good preaching should always create movement toward 
God and those who need Him. It should also point people away from the world and its 
empty pleasures. As “ambassadors” we must not only represent Christ, but also present 
Christ. Having been reconciled to God by Christ, our simple duty is the ministry, the 
message and the motion of reconciliation. (2 Cor. 5:11-21) For Heaven’s sake, let’s do it! 

 
 2. Logos - This is the matter of the Gospel - 1 Cor. 1:18 - a word, the Word. It is the crux 

(derived literally from the cross), the doctrine, the substance of the cross that makes no 
sense to the lost, but to the saved it is the power of God. Jesus is called the Logos in 
John 1:1. While preachers may use illustrations, images, or experiences to explain or 



visualize principles, the mandate to “preach the Word” (2 Tim. 4:2) is what God promises 
to bless: not the “wisdom of words,” (vs. 17) but “the Word.” (1 Cor. 2:4) 

  
 3. Kerugma - This is the message of the Gospel - 1 Cor. 1:21 - the proclamation, the thing 

preached, not the act. The message is simple. It is the gospel. (1 Cor. 15:1-4) Preach the 
“good news:” the death, burial and resurrection of Christ. (Phil. 1:18) This message will 
save people that believe. (1 Cor. 15:11; Rom. 16:25)  

 
4. Kerusso - This is the method of the Gospel - 1 Cor. 1:23  - to proclaim, to herald, or publish. 

Our message must not change, but our methods could use some drastic overhauling. Like 
a town crier, a preacher will lift up his voice like a trumpet and proclaim the Truth 
boldly. When a Spirit-filled preacher has the fire of the word in his soul (Jeremiah 20:9), 
he won’t be able to stay silent, sit still, or shut up. The “Word of God is quick (alive), 
powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword.” God created men to be creative. 
Presentation of the truth must be engaging. As Dr. Howard Hendricks said, “Whatever 
you do, don’t bore someone with the Bible!” Consider Jesus’ story-telling, James’ 
similes/word pictures and Ezekiel’s object lessons. There are lots of ways to get the 
message across memorably.  

 
The Merrill Evangelistic Team believes that Christ alone is the answer for man’s heart need. 

Therefore, the team passionately pursues getting out the gospel message wherever they 
go: encouraging believers and leading unbelievers toward Christ.  
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